
An Unprecedented Crisis
The poorest country in the Western Hemisphere, Haiti is plagued by 
instability, poverty, violence, and a lack of support systems. 

•	 Approximately 64% of the population lives below the poverty line, 
severely limiting access to food, health care, and basic services.

•	 Hunger is widespread and worsening. An estimated 5.4 million people 
face acute food insecurity, including 2 million at emergency levels, 
placing Haiti among the most severe hunger crises globally.

•	 Failures in basic infrastructure are accelerating disease and suffering. 
Nearly half of the population lacks access to clean drinking water, 
contributing to ongoing cholera outbreaks and preventable illness.

•	 The healthcare system is near collapse. Only a fraction of health facilities 
remain operational, leaving millions without access that urgently need 
medical care, especially children and mothers.

•	 USAID has funded hospitals, emergency care, and mobile health clinics. 
The elimination of this vital support means that more mothers, babies, 
and children could die from preventable illnesses and complications. 

Making an Impact
Nuestros Pequeños Hermanos/Nos Petits Frères et Soeurs (NPH, Spanish 
and French for “Our Little Brothers and Sisters”), founded by American priest 
Father William Wasson in 1954, opened their Haiti programs in 1987. While 
the initial goal was to build a permanent home for orphaned and abandoned 
children, the large number of children dying from treatable illnesses showed 
a desperate need for a hospital that could treat chronic and other debilitating 
illnesses. Inspired by the vision of Father Wasson and Father Rick Frechette, 
CP, D.O., St. Damien Pediatric Hospital (SDPH) was opened in 1989. Located 
in Tabarre, just outside Port-au-Prince, SDPH stands as a beacon of hope and 
healing. It is the only hospital in Haiti solely dedicated to pediatric, prenatal, 
and high-risk maternity care, filling a critical gap in healthcare services.

Supported through NPH USA’s St. Damien Pediatric Hospital Fund and 
private contributions to NPH worldwide, the hospital and the associated 
public health programs of NPFS save thousands of lives each year.

Father Rick Frechette, CP, D.O.
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Saving children’s lives in Haiti since 1989.
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Malnutrition: runs for six weeks and provides patients 
with food packages consisting of a combination of 
F100 (a dried high-energy milk that is fortified with 
a mix of vitamins and minerals) and Plumpy Nut (a 
combination of peanut paste, vegetable oil, powdered 
milk, powdered sugar, vitamins, and minerals). Weekly 
consultations monitor the children’s progress. 

Surgery: composed of two surgical suites, a recovery 
room, prep room, and a sterile changing area. Around 
360 surgeries are performed yearly. 

Laboratory: partners with all areas of the hospital and 
performs 3,000+ tests each month.

Pharmacy: responsible for supplying drugs, medical 
supplies, and other items to patients.

Public Health: provides standard pediatric 
vaccinations and provides out-patient public health 
programs (including HIV) to over 20,000 people yearly.

Dental Clinic: available to children and adults Monday 
through Friday.

Hospital: 224 beds, including a 20-bed emergency 
unit, 10-bed pediatric intensive care unit (pICU), and 
17-bed oncology ward.

Outpatient Clinic: attends to 100 children daily. There 
is a symbolic fee of 10¢ for services, but it is often waived 
because most people cannot afford it. 

Tuberculosis: offers treatment for both Pulmonary 
TB and Extra-Pulmonary TB for children 14 years and 
younger. Medications are provided by Haiti’s National 
Program Against TB.

Maternity Program: serves high-risk mothers.

Neonatology: treats high risk newborns.

Radiology: 400 digital x-rays are performed each 
month. Images can be sent across the Internet to an 
external radiologist in the U.S. or Europe.

Pediatric Oncology/Hematology Center: treats solid 
tumor, blood cancers and  hematological diseases. 
Chemotherapy and surgical interventions are provided 
on-site. The Center works closely with St. Jude’s Medical 
Center in the U.S., and is an international affiliate.

St. Damien Pediatric Hospital Fund is part of NPH USA, a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation, 
Federal Tax ID# 65-1229309. Donations are tax deductible to the extent provided by law.

PLEASE GIVE TODAY 
NPHUSA.org/helpstdamien

You Can Help Save Lives 
There are many ways to support our work and help children and families in need. 
Here are a few: 

•	 Become a Heart for Haiti. Your recurring gift will help St. Damien remain open.

•	 Make a one-time gift

•	 Give with a Donor Advised Fund, stocks, or securities  
•	 Remember the NPH USA St. Damien Pediatric Hospital Fund in your estate plan/will
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