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PAUL - A LIFE TRANSFORMED

For most Haitians, access to medical care is 
extremely limited and unaffordable. But at St. 
Damien Pediatric Hospital, vulnerable women 
and children find life-saving care. One of the 
many lives saved at St. Damien is the life of Paul*. 
After years of receiving misdiagnoses elsewhere, 
Paul and his family came to St. Damien in 2013 
and finally received a diagnosis of nephrotic 
syndrome, a chronic condition. Since then, Paul 
has received ongoing treatment by a 
multidisciplinary team of doctors for a modest 
fee. Just think of the intense anxiety that was 
lifted from Paul’s family! 

Paul, now 12 and at home with his family and 
friends, is just one example of the many lives 
saved at St. Damien. For every child that arrives, 
the staff at St. Damien asks themselves, “What 
would we do if this patient were my child?”

* Name has been changed to 
respect the child’s privacy

Located less than 1,000 miles from the U.S., Haiti is 
plagued by both political instability and natural 
disasters. 80% of the population lives below the 
poverty line, surviving on less than $2 a day. 

NPH USA is helping save thousands of lives through 
the support of St. Damien Pediatric Hospital, the only 
hospital wholly dedicated to pediatric and prenatal 
care in Haiti – a country of 11.5 million people.
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2021 HIGHLIGHTS 
Haiti was again beset by extreme challenges in 2021: the 
assassination of the president, an earthquake, a fuel 
shortage, and unrelenting violence. These devastating 
events exacerbated the nation’s political instability. However, 
even in the face of dire circumstances, St. Damien Pediatric 
Hospital remained open for the entirety of 2021 to provide 
essential, life-giving and life-saving services to the most 
vulnerable population.

• Vaccinated 90% of staff in a country with an overall in a 
country with an overall vaccination rate of less than 2%

• Increased security with installation of cameras and fences

• Added maternity triage and an isolation unit for any 
infectious or immunocompromised children

• Developed and approved the 2022-2026 Strategic Plan 
designed to improve quality of service, increase the ratio 
of health professionals to patients, update facilities, and 
modernize equipment
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